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peace"he wrote to the Duke of Bassano, January 10,
1818, "the Austrian Cabinet modifies its position,
and puts the nation and the army on its side. Ueiice
public opinion gives It a power which it cannot expect
from either its troops or its finances. But this word
will not be uttered, until authority has been received
from its august ally. That, my Lord, is the point
of view from which the present condition of things
should be regarded. This Cabinet will have great
power as an armed mediator, and very little as an
ally; and when we consider the internal passions
that agitate the monarchy, we cannot withhold our
gratitude from the Sovereign and his Prime Minister
for so firmly resisting the shuck of recent events*
Austria's feelings are unalterable, in spite of the solic-
itations of every sort by which she is beset. I have
new proof of this in the interview with which the
Emperor honored me this morning, OH the occasion of
the festival of the Order of Leopold. His Majesty
renders perfect justice to our ability to carry on the
war, but asks what will be the mmlt of it* He
thinks that France and Russia can do ouch other no
real harm; that these two gmitta will grind to pow-
der whatever happens to be between them; and that
at the end of the bloodiest conflict the world will
ever have seen, peace will bo made ut last on nothing
but heaps of ashes,1*

Anxiety had HO wrought on the health of the
Emperor Francia that the great reception announced
for KW Year's Day had been given up. Metternich